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ATLANTA YACHT CLUB est. 1950
Atlanta Yacht Club, north of Atlanta 
on Allatoona Lake, has been home 
to small-boat sailors of all ages since 
1950. On weekends throughout the 
year, you will find our shores busy 
with one-design sailing craft heading 
out for competition or just the 
pleasure of being on the water.

AtlantaYachtClub.org page 2

Steve Guebert
Commodore 2020

70 years of sailing at the Atlanta Yacht 
Club and still going strong.

It’s amazing how quickly the world 
changed. At the board meeting Monday, 
March 9, all club events were proceeding as planned. And then, by 
Thursday, March 12, it seemed everything changed. Suddenly we 
were cancelling regattas and other events. We got the Laser Super 
Saturday regatta in, but the Y-Flyer MidWynters, EC-12 Gone with 
the Wind, Junior Olympics, and the AYC Open were all cancelled 
or postponed. Commissioning changed from a standard ceremony 
and party to just the ceremony, and then to just a remote and virtual 
Commissioning. 

I thank all of you who 
were able to attend the 
e-Commissioning ceremony 
this year. A silver lining this 
time was the fact that my 
parents and all 5 of my siblings 
had an opportunity to attend 
the ceremony. That would 
not have happened if this 
had been a normal event. 
Special thanks to Kirk, Buz, 
and Kenneth for the flag raising 
and cannon videos, and to Art 
and Nancy for their inspiring 
invocation prayer, a copy 
of which is included in this 
Scuttlebutt issue. Well done! 

We all hope and pray for a speedy end to the restrictions, but it’s 
hard to know how long the severe impact will persist or predict when 
things get back to normal. 
The Board will take a month 
at a time review approach 
and in consultation with 
fleets and others, make 
decisions about club events. 
Please stay tuned to the 
weekly newsletters as this 
will continue to be a primary 
method for us to share 
updates to upcoming club 

See COMMODORE, page 3
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events. 

We have rescheduled the Commissioning reception party to 
coincide with the anniversary of the Club’s 1950 incorporation, 
Saturday, July 18. Trixy Hanson has worked hard to provide us a 
fabulous museum experience with historical stories and pictures 
of the club and fleets through the decades. We all look forward 
to enjoying this event. 

I encourage you to follow directives from health and government 
officials while on the AYC campus. The Board and I will continue 
to assess conditions and decide if additional changes are 
required to our scheduled club events.

But sailors are creative types. How many times have you had 
to jury rig your boat to keep it going for the next race? You find 
ways to get it done… duct tape, or whatever. 

Continue to be creative! Continue to be safe! 

COMMODORE, con’t. from page 2

Front Cover Photo — The Spring the Club Stood Still.  
Social Distancing – also called physical distancing, is a set of non-pharmaceutical 
interventions or measures taken to prevent the spread of a contagion. For the well-being of 
our club members, the RC Barge sat still and quiet from March to May.   

Photo Credit – Sciascia Photography
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From the
Vice Commodore

Tracy Allardice
Vice Commodore 2020

Spring has sprung and some informal sailing has begun. We commissioned the 
sailing season on March 28 through a video conferring technology platform and 
Steve did a wonderful job of keeping with all the traditions of Commissioning. There 
were approximately 60 families who signed in, representing 150 – 175 people, so not 
a bad turnout!

January was a quiet month at AYC but the throttle was pushed full-on Saturday, 
February 1. While delicious soups were being made in the kitchen for the first Winter 

Seminar, the Atlanta Classical High School Sailing Team was out practicing in 420s and a group of guys began 
the Race Committee barge enhancement project in the cold rain. The seminar topic that night was Junior 
Sailing and we had a panel of 5 of our very active junior sailors talk about their sailing experiences through 
pictures and stories. 

In mid-February, JD Rosser from US Sailing came over from the Charleston area to teach the US Sailing Basic 
Race Management all-day seminar. Thanks to Len Wert and Rita Fullick for helping to organize the event. This 
class is a prereq to become a PRO but is quite useful even for those who do not have aspirations to become 
a PRO. Thirteen people participated. That same day there was more High-School Sailing practice, more work 
on the Committee Boat, the Junior Board of Governors met and the Motorboat Fleet had a meeting with a 
delicious meal of Corned Beef and Cabbage. Anyone who owns a motorboat should consider become a 
member of this fleet – or even if you don’t have a motorboat, join it anyway. Brynn Garrett (11) was so inspired 
at the meeting that she joined the fleet the next day, which brings down the average age significantly.

The following weekend was quite active too with the Ladies’ Luncheon and the Opti Hot Chocolate Clinic 
and Regatta. The clinic ended up getting cancelled but the regatta took place on Sunday with 4 Opti sailors. 
It was a great day to get out on the lake and shake down the enhancements on the Committee boat. The 
wind was light so PRO Hackbarth took the racing into the cove – with the new speakers, the horns, Ollie, and 
microphone were loud and clear and the new depth finder made it much easier to set the anchor! Four races 
were sailed and the first regatta of the year was a success.

We leapt out of February on 2/29 with our second (and last) Winter Seminar with the topic of Safety on the 
Water. Three of our members, Mary Williams, Scott Yapp and Will Stout shared personal stories of accidents 
and near misses on and around water. 

The first couple of weekends in March AYC was still bustling. On Saturday, March 7, the day began with the 
PRO meeting where Len Wert, Race Committee Chair discussed the race committee teams, a change in our 
sailing instructions, the schedule and general race management topics. This was followed by the Hands-On 
Race Committee Training and Refresher where Troy Davis showed off the enhancements to the Signal Boat 
(aka the RC Barge) and Bryce Dryden reviewed the Mark and Safety boats. Thanks to all who participated and 
to Len, Bryce and Troy for leading. In the afternoon, AYC member Chris Leigh took a group of people through 
some skills/drills/thrills training in the mark boats – getting hands-on experience is key to people feeling 
comfortable driving motorboats. There’s all kinds of resources to help improve your boat handling skills. 
Please consider this one. https://www.boatus.org/georgia/

On Saturday, March 14, AYC was REALLY busy! While the clubwide cleanup was taking place on land, the 
Laser Super Saturday regatta was happening on the water and the competition was hot! Mike Carlson took 
the win and beat Ed Marks by a pinch in the last race – so close. The Junior Yacht Club met followed by the 
Junior Yacht Club Board of Governors in the late afternoon. The Y-Flyer and Thistle Fleets had their meetings 
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that evening and joined the Laser Super Saturday dinner. The dinner was a joint effort by the Laser, Thistle 
and Y-Flyer fleets and served as a fundraiser for the Laser fleet. The menu was Ed’s uhmazing BBQ, Lavon’s 
bodacious Baked Beans and Barbara’s captivating Cole Slaw, all served on individual plates because at that 
point in time, we just weren’t sure what other protocol to use. The new pandemic term of Social Distancing 
wasn’t in play quite yet. 

And then, between March 16 and the 19, our sailing world changed along with our home and work lives. 
Those of you who choose to sail during this time, please be safe, use good judgement, and have fun.

VICE, con’t. from page 4

From the
Rear Commodore

Winky Williams
Rear Commodore 2020

Things have been happening on the club grounds .

ROADS: You’ll find that we have graded, re-graveled, and rolled the roads throughout 
the cabin colony in E and F sections. We will continue working on the road down to and 
in front of the motorboat docks and treating the cracks in the asphalt down to The Point. 
All of this is an effort to make sure that our roads will sustain another 20+ years of use. 

STREET LIGHTS: Yep, we added some. We added two lights on the club grounds to 
help light up some really dark areas – one by the playground and the second on Jib Circle. Cobb EMC only 
puts in LED lights now, so we may need to put some diverters on the lights if they are too bright. Honestly, we 
didn’t know how bright they would be until they were installed. I’m sure we will continue to adjust these over 
the next few months.

CLUBHOUSE: There were some clubhouse maintenance items that required attention. The interior painting 
was completed over the winter, so the inside looks really good. Soon we plan to do some much-needed work 
on the exterior roof to ensure that both water and critters can’t get to places they aren’t supposed to be. 
Additionally, we want to replace the security system, moving from analog to digital in an effort to both protect 
our clubhouse and to record who comes through our main gate.

Common Use Areas: We made the decision to close the kitchens, refrigerators, ice machine and stoves in the 
clubhouse during the virus crisis. The clubhouse and restrooms remain open, but please remember that these 
are still cleaned once a week, but not necessarily sanitized; use responsibly. 

Finally, a friendly reminder of some club rules that have a tendency to get bent when convenient: 

1.	 PETS: they aren’t allowed unless they are support animals

2.	 VISITORS: they need proper sponsorship and be accompanied at all times 

3.	 MAIN GATE: blocking the gate sensors to keep it open for your guests is bad juju and is never 
permissible

4.	 FACILITIES: if you are going to use the club facilities for an outside organization you belong to, you 
should request use, and in some cases, pay for the use of those facilities

I know, I’m such a rules follower. But that’s it for now – I’ll see you at the lake!

Winky Williams
Rear Commodore
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Hosted by our sweet 
Commodorable Judy 
Guebert, a lovely day began 
with appetizers and lots of 
catching up after the winter 
doldrums, and then a fab 
lunch of fresh and healthy 
choices from Zoe’s Kitchen. 
Of course, the flag officers 
were all in attendance, along 
with the entire Guebert clan 
of kids and in-laws! 

AYC LADIES’ LUNCHEON



CLUBWIDE CLEANUP   
Winky Williams

If you joined us on March 14, you were one of 
32 people who provided much needed muscle 
to clean both the clubhouse and the grounds.

A battalion of juniors scrubbed down the 
baseboards and window sills, and helped to 
clean the kitchen and eating areas.  Adult and 
junior volunteers spent hours cleaning up the 
outdoor spaces, picking up and removing 
debris left from the winter and the flooding.

The resulting burn pile was 
the size of a small cabin! 
Barry and Lane completed 
their annual pressure 
washing of the outside of 
the clubhouse and spent 
time cleaning up the outdoor 
furniture and the flagpole.

Again, THANK YOU to those 
who came out.

Who knew this unsuspecting plastic 
container of wet wipes would become a 
coveted item in just a few days after this 
photo was taken?
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Welcome!
NEW AYC MEMBERS

New member Jason Frost landed in Kennesaw for a new job after law school and discovered AYC 
through former club member Sean Nossaman, from whom he bought Y-Flyer 2547.  Jason “went on” 
a sailboat a few times as a kid but never crewed, but his girlfriend/SO, 
Teresa Wagner, grew up sailing almost every weekend with her family 
in British Columbia, so the two of them are very much in this new 
venture together.  Sponsor Karl Andersen, who met Jason and Teresa 
through our Adult Training program and has helped them get their 
boat set up, quickly saw their excitement about learning to sail and 
eventually compete.
Energetic and enthusiastic, they have already been attending almost 
every club and Y-Flyer event, meeting and race, scoring high on the 
fun-o-meter whenever they walk in the door.
Not far from the lake, they are busy with a home remodel when not 
at work — Jason is the contract administrator at Airgas USA and 
Teresa is a registered surgical nurse at Wellstar Kennestone.  
To quote Karl, these two are going to be a terrific asset to our AYC 
family.  Please make them welcome!

Y-Flyer MidwYnter 
Championship Regatta
joining The Beers Regatta
October 2020



AYC sent 6 sailors to C420 Midwinters in Jensen Beach Florida the weekend of February 15th - Evie Blauvelt, 
Emilie Janzen, Josie Sherry, Ellie and Lucy Spearman. The three-day regatta saw two blustery days, finishing 
off the third day with light and variable winds.

 Kudos to Evie and Isabel Smith of Birmingham Sailing Club for coming in 2nd in Silver Fleet and 43rd overall 
out of 81 boats. Emilie, Lucy and Josie all garnered top 10 finishes out of the 10 races sailed. And Ellie moved 
to the skipper position achieving some personal bests with her new crew. Congratulations to all on a well 
sailed event!

The Walker Wolverines sailed in Charleston this past weekend at the Charleston North Points Regatta. 
Conditions were cold and breezy. Evie Blauvelt and Grayson Berrier came in 5th overall in A Division and 
scored two bullets. Erika Kaczynski and her crew also sailed very strong races. This was Erika’s last high 
school regatta as she is a senior. Congratulations, Erika on a strong finish! We can’t wait to see you on the 
college sailing circuit!

TRAVELING SAILORS REPORT

The first Junior Yacht Club meeting was held 
March 14 and had a great turnout 
of juniors that gathered to discuss 
their new ideas for 2020. 
Clint, Jason Kopin and Darby 
Dryden ran the meeting. They 
discussed fundraising, cool teacher 
swag, and upcoming events that 
juniors want to be involved in.

The Junior Yacht Club is once 
again collecting old sails for a 
Junior fundraiser. Any sails are of 
value, as they will all be turned 
over to Seabags in exchange for 
cash. Last year the Junior Program 
received almost $1800 to add to 
their treasury, so it is definitely 
worth the effort! The campaign will 
be ongoing into the late spring.

Jr Commodore - Jason Kopin
 • responsible for the overall organization, direction for junior activities, and leading junior fleet as a whole
Jr Vice Commodore - Darby Dryden
 • responsible for junior activities on the water (racing/learning)
Jr Rear Commodore - Tucker Mansfield
 • responsible for events planned on shore (church/social events)
Jr Treasurer - Ellie Spearman
 • responsible for Junior finances (fundraisers/church donations/dues)
Jr Secretary - Josie Sherry
 • responsible for keeping the role of the juniors involved and contacting them when needed (e-mail/text   
   groups/social media)

JUNIOR YACHT CLUB

page 9 AtlantaYachtClub.org



SOUPER SATURDAY! 
The First Winter Seminar
This year, we went with a new format of panelists to share information, stories and 
inspiration. The January seminar featured some of our outstanding junior sailors and what 
they have been up to the past few years.

The first panelist, Maddie Janzen (12) joined us via phone so as not to expose us to 
the flu, but what she did expose us to was her vast sailing around the world in her Opti 
through pictures from Singapore, Brazil, Italy and more.

The second panelist, Daniel Escudero, shared what his life is like in a hard-core training 
program to which he commutes to Miami every week. From the exercise regimen, 
to school work, to training and travel this 17-year-old is a busy guy. We saw some 
fantastic pictures of Daniel sailing domestically and internationally. A question came 
from the audience if Daniel would consider doing another Laser clinic at AYC and the 
answer was “Yes! Let me check my calendar!”

The third, fourth and fifth panelists, Josie Sherry and Lucy and Ellie Spearman, did a fabulous 
joint presentation. These three gals are home-grown AYC, second and third generation 
respectively and shared their experience sailing through the lenses of Comradery, Community 
and Communication. They discussed how Optis opened up a world of exploring new cities and 
“car schooling”, how the AYC community has supported them and given them exposure to 
the other fleets and how sailing has taught them to be better communicators and build trust, 
especially when on a trapeze.

After the panel discussion concluded it was time to eat! There were 4 choices of soups (for this was the 
“Souper Bowl” weekend): Carrot Coconut Ginger Soup, Vegetarian Potato Soup, Cream Cheese Chicken Chili 

and Beef Vegetable Soup.

After dinner, it was time for Barry’s 
Big A$& Bonfire by the lake with 
S’mores. James and Leif lit the 
bonfire (with parental supervision) 
and it burned well into the early 
morning hours.

Cream Cheese Chicken Chili:  Jennifer Garrett

In a crock pot, place 2 chicken breasts (fresh or frozen) in the bottom. 

On top, pour 1 can of corn, undrained

1 can back beans, drained and rinsed

1 can Rotel

1 package dry ranch mix

1 teaspoon cumin

1 teaspoon onion powder, 

1 teaspoon chili powder. 

Mix together on top of chicken. 

Place 1 8 oz block of cream cheese on top. 

Cook on for 4+ hours or on high 6-8 hours on low. Before serving, shred the 

chicken and mix well. It’s
 great leftover. I usually double the recipe.

See SOUP, page 11



Potato Soup:  Lavon Hatcher

2 sticks salted butter

3 lbs sweet onions chopped fine

One whole stalk celery chopped fine. 

Cook above in soup pot on low until onions are clear. Set off heat.

Peel 5 pounds of Idaho potatoes and cube into 1”x1” or smaller. Toss potatoes 

in pot and add just enough water to cover. Boil on high until water is below top 

of potato line.

Turn to low and add 2 cups powdered milk, one cup regular milk, and 6 cups of 

half and half. Add one pound shredded sharp cheddar.  Add one cup of Idahoan 

instant potatoes at a time every five minutes until desired thickness is achieved. 

Black pepper to taste. I do not add salt because there is salt in the butter, cheese, 

cheese topping and bacon topping. 

Can be made with bacon mixed in. Also good with cubed ham topping.

Without toppings, this soup is vegetarian and gluten free because it is thickened 

with potatoes not flour. 

Also makes good clam chowder. Just add canned clams. 

Carrot Ginger Coconut Soup:  Tracy Allardice  

from: https://www.wholesomelicious.com/

1 tbsp coconut oil 
1 medium sized yellow onion chopped 

1 clove garlic minced 

3 tbsp chopped fresh ginger* 

1 lb carrots peeled and chopped (baby carrots are also fine) 

24-32 oz vegetable broth 

1 14 oz can of coconut cream or coconut milk 

1/2 tsp salt + more to taste

Heat a large skillet to medium high heat. Melt the coconut oil. 

Add onion, garlic, and ginger. Cook until fragrant and onion is almost clear, about 

5 minutes. Add carrots and vegetable broth or stock, bring to a boil.

Reduce heat to simmer. Cook until carrots are soft, about 25 minutes. Slowly stir 

in coconut milk (or coconut cream if using).

With an immersion blender, blend soup until smooth. You can also use a regular 

blender and blend in batches. Add salt to taste. Serve hot!

SOUP con’t. from page 10



THISTLE FLEET NEWS

See THISTLE page 13

This might be the strangest Thistle article I have 
ever sat down to write! Traditionally March is 
chock full of kick-off events, regatta plans and the 
excitement of the spring sailing season about to 
begin. Hmmm... since that’s not exactly happening 
right now, I’ll have to put a positive spin on all the 
things we HOPE will be happening in the not-too-
distant future. And as far as the not-so-distant past 
goes, all the fun we have had just in the first three 
months of this year is a lot more than most people 
get to have in a whole year! So we can be grateful 
for the good times, creative in our ways of staying in 
touch, and ready to roll with an abundance of pent-
up Thistle energy whenever the curtain rises.

Considering it’s only now the tail end of winter, we 
have had some seriously hot Thistle meetings to 
start the year, beginning with a field trip to Nile and 
Lavon Hatcher’s Woodstock home where dinner 
for 60+ fat and happy guests was highlighted 
by Lavon’s renowned beef brisket. On this, his 
inaugural night, brand new Fleet Captain David 
Sinclair announced the rest of our 2020 officers, 
including George Willis as Assistant FC, Bryce 
Dryden as Rally Coordinator, Bob McCormack 
as Treasurer, Beth Tumlin and Nancy Molitor 
as Secretary and Scribe, and Steve Mitchell as 
Dixie Chair. Tracy Allardice, of course, is Vice 
Commodore this year, and Len Wert and Bryce 
Dryden are both wonderful additions to the Board of 
Governors. Race Committee Chair Len, along with 
Troy Davis, headed up an assessment of upgrades 
needed on the race committee barge, to which 
the Fleet agreed to donate up to $800. The work 
was done in February by a committee of energetic 
volunteers — many hands, many Thistlers. 

February’s meeting headcount actually topped 
70! — no surprise really, since it was the Tumlins’ 
annual shrimp boil, and who would knowingly turn 
that down? At that point Memorial Day Weekend 
still seemed like light years away, so plans for the 
“Roaring 20s Dixie” were ginning up and Captain 
Steve began recruiting volunteers. Everybody loved 
Susan Weiler’s classy graphic for the Bagpipe 
ad, displaying the tag line “SAIL HARD — SPEAK 
EASY!” To keep the momentum going, our crazy-
fun “Dixie creative meeting” was held the following 
Sunday to further flesh out this timely theme at Mike 
and Jennifer Garrett’s home.

So, who knew our March meeting would be the 
last time we would gather in the flesh this spring? 
Thank heavens we snuck that one in! As we 
often do, we piggy-backed on the Lasers’ Super 
Saturday, the big perks being Ed Marks’s slurpingly 
good barbecue and a lovely night to sit outside by 
the fire pit for our meeting afterward. Bryce gave 
a thumbs-up report on the first “Meet & Greet” 
gathering the previous Sunday, a new level of his 
Rally/Mentoring trilogy designed to encourage 
new and serious prospective members and foster 
friendships in a less formal, smaller group setting 
than our humongous fleet meetings offer. The 
kickoff gathering, held at the home of Judy Ross 
and Jay Lanning, was a huge success, with almost 
30 adults, a gaggle of kids, and six or seven new 
couples who are AYC applicants or potential 
members. The format included six active member 
panelists who talked about how they came into 
sailing and into AYC and what they valued here. 
Everyone was given a list of questions and given 
two minutes to pair up with someone they did not 
know for a short conversation using the questions 
as a jumping-off point. It was a ton of fun, and Judy 
and Jay have already agreed to host again. What an 
inspired idea! Thank you, Bryce. 

Early spring Thistle sailing is always highlighted 
by the Mid-Winters, both East and West. While 
Fleet 48 did not send boats to either this year, 
Bob McCormack did fly out to San Diego for the 
MWW to crew for Loy Vaughan, who sailed into a 
respectable sixth place. Greg Griffin took first in that 
one, while the MWE was won by Mike Ingham. 

 Not long after our March meeting, the entries on 
our spring sailing calendar began to get whited out. 
Any other year at this time we would be promoting 
the Southeastern regattas and the beginning 
of Club races, but since Covid-19 has thrown a 
wrench into all our well-laid plans, cancellations are 
the new normal and our season is on hold. Plans on 
the calendar for Saturday Rallies, Sunday Mentoring 
and open houses are already lined up and ready 
to go, but will be postponed until we get the green 
light to start sailing again. As for away regattas, the 
Orange Peel was the first to cancel, followed by the 

Nancy Molitor
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Southeastern Interdistricts at Lake Lanier. The Bottoms Up has been postponed and rescheduled for June 
26-27 at Kerr Lake, north of Raleigh, to coincide with the Governor’s Cup. No word yet on the Singing River 
Regatta.

All that, and the only one you really wanted to hear about was the Dixie! Sadly, because of so many 
unknowns, it has been cancelled. 

To end on a positive note, there is exciting news in the Cabin Colony as three Thistle families get ready to 
enjoy a Beautiful Day in the Neighborhood! Brett and Lisa Woods have bought the Dover cabin, #E-5, and are 
already starting renovations. And Johnny and David Sinclair are now on Y Row in the Beebe cabin, and Reid 
and Anne Thompson bought the Moulthrop place. We welcome them all to the best little piece of Heaven they 
will ever call home.

Stay safe and we’ll get together on the pond — whenever that may be!

The 2020 February Flood was reason for lots of jokes about rains and locusts and what else could come 
next? Who could have guessed what was going to hit in March!?  

Photos – Diane Vandeputte



Commissioning Prayer by Art Molitor

EC12 REPORT
John Muhlhausen

A hip-hip hooray to Ian Elliott and Scott Vernon for their landside election wins as fleet captain and vice-captain 
respectively for 2020 and charged with the awesome responsibility to guide us through this unprecedented period 
of unknowns; the year that most likely will remain in our collective memories forever.

Since November last year, our fleet has sailed a Fall and 
Winter Series at Murphey-Chandler Park consisting of a 
total of 60 races. Robert Mitchell won both the Fall and 
Winter Series in a convincing fashion, while Scott Vernon 
and Jack Shepard swapped second and third places in 
both. George Willis only sailed one day during the Fall 
Series, but was on fire and won that day as top skipper. 
Unfortunately, he did not sail enough races to qualify for 
the Series.

Our Gone with the Wind Regatta was going to be an 
outstanding event. Serving also as the AMYA Region 
3 Championship, this year’s regatta was expecting to 
attract skippers throughout the southeastern US making 
it one of the largest EC12 regattas in the country for this 
year. John Muhlhausen volunteered to serve as Race 

Director again and had assembled an august group of assistants to serve on his race committee. Heading up this 
cast were the venerable Means Davis and Edith Collins as judges, the affable Gabriel “Buz” Benzur as our safety 
boat operator, the impeccable Greg Kibler interpreting the Allatoona winds with precision and setting course 
markers in precise positions, our eminent Kathy Bronaugh, reading the finish line and recording finishers, and 
former AYC member, Eric Jorgensen, the IT extraordinaire, as our scorer.

Our unforgettable Beth Tumlin aided by the equally unforgettable Bill Tumlin would have provided complimentary 
on-site housing for all our out-of-town guests plus a free all-you-can-eat Italian spaghetti feast served with imported 
Poggio Antico Brunello di Montalcino red wine Friday night, while our creative genius, Susan Vernon, had been busy 
planning an exquisite 5 course dinner for Saturday and creating personalized trophies consisting of imported rolls 
of Canadian triple quilted toilette papier placed within 
engraved platinum bowls for the top 15 skippers.

Since many RC sailors have a tendency to feign 
deafness when being protested thus being unable to 
stand more than several inches apart when shouting 
their nautical expletives, Captain Ian declared the fleet 
could not, under the current national situation adhere 
to CDC mandated social distancing requirements, and 
cancelled the regatta. It would have been a grand event 
- one that would have lived in infamy...perhaps next fall.

In March, Scott Vernon attended the 2020 Champions 
Regatta in Charleston. Participation in this special event 
is by invitation only and is extended to those who do 
well in their region’s yearly regattas, plus last year’s national champion. This was Scott’s 11th invitation since 2008. 
Although he reports he didn’t do well, his participation speaks well of his consistency at away regattas over the 
years. Congratulations, Scott. 

As we experience this period of isolation from our families and loved ones, let us take comfort in the words 
written by fourteen-year old Anne Frank, who was isolated from her friends for two years as she and her family 
hid in the attic of a Dutch merchant in Amsterdam, “As long as this exists, this sunshine and this cloudless sky, 
and as long as I can enjoy it, how can I be sad?” Stay safe and be well. I look forward to hugging you all when we 
can come back to our happy place at AYC. 
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Snipe Fleet 330 enjoyed a sunny and brisk day for 
the Ship, Shape, Shop, on February 29. With coffee 
cups in hand and warm clothing donned, members 
readied five boats for the sailing season and the 
2020 Georgia State Snipe Championship. The goal 
was to have boats and trailers road-worthy and 
safe for the trip to Valdosta the following weekend. 
Ian Elliott and Terry DeGan lead the way, as boats 
were gathered. They were soon followed by Don 
Hackbarth, Mike and Leif Carlson, and Greg and 
Teresa Kibler. After a full morning of boat updates 
and repairs our sailors retreated to the club house 
where they found heat and a cozy fire.

AYC enjoys such a beautiful and 
functional facility, thanks to all the 
staff and volunteers who keep it 
running!

Susan Carlson prepared a fire and 
assisted Joy Finch with serving 
homemade soup and sandwiches 
for lunch. Fleet members 
enjoyed camaraderie, laughs and 
connection as they dined together. 
They finished the afternoon by 
completing repairs and packing 
boats for the following weekend, 
mission accomplished!

Valdosta State Snipe Championship regatta signals 
the start of the sailing season for Fleet 330. This 
year was no exception. Thirteen snipes from around 
the southeast gathered on Lake Long Pond, to 
compete for coveted bragging rights! 

Saturday started off cold and windy. The 
competitors rigged their boats with cold weather 
gear on and numb fingers. Spirits were high even 
with low temperatures. By 11:00 am, most Snipes 
were ready for the water! The Race Committee 
was well prepared for our race briefing and very 
informative. Let me say the RC was awesome! 
After lunch we hit the water, winds were from the 
North, Northeast and gusty. Of course, the winds 
shifted constantly (this is Valdosta). We raced three 

complete races Saturday afternoon with some 
of the normal contestants in the top of the fleet. 
Saturday Night Valdosta Yacht Club hosted an 
outstanding dinner which was second to none! 
Many good times were had by all. 

See SNIPE continued page 16



Sunday morning again started off cold. First race 
was scheduled for 10 am. Boats were on the 
water by 9:30am. Winds were strong and variable 
(Valdosta). Sometime before the first race of the 
day, Terry DeGan and his daughter-in-law, Amber, 
decided to “test” the temperature of the water by 
“going over”. The fleet and RC waited for them to 
right their boat before starting. Sunday saw two 
more very competitive races! VYC then hosted their 
traditional Sunday lunch and awards!

Kudos to all who represented AYC and Fleet 330 in 
the Georgia State Championship! 

Taking Fourth Place, Don Hackbarth and Connor 
Milan, Atlanta Yacht Club

Junior Recognition, Leif Carlson, Atlanta Yacht Club

Looking forward to gathering again soon, for 
serious sailing and serious fun! 
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Mary Williams, Fleet Captain

The members of the Motorboat Fleet extend warm 
thanks to members of the Y-Flyer fleet and the 
Thistle Fleet for stepping up to assist with the Ship-
to-Shore Liaison Project  for 2020.

As most of you know, the Open Regatta was 
cancelled due to “that BUG” that has been 
interfering with our lives lately, so Fleet Captain 
Mary Williams will be contacting those volunteers 
to see if they can lend a hand at the Halloween 
Regatta. Otherwise, we are in good shape with 
filling the rosters for this project. 

We are looking 
forward to the 
summer breezes and 
the “all clear signal” 
so that we can get back 
to the lake. July won’t 
come soon enough when the 
fleet will host the Clubwide Shrimp Boil in July! 
Please plan to join us on Saturday, July 25, 2020. 
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Souper Saturday Seminar and Supper
Can’t wait to get us all back together again!



WHY SHARING KNOWLEDGE IS SO 
IMPORTANT TO US ALL
The second Winter Seminar was about how to be a safer club through tribal learning. Our three panelists, 
Scott Yapp, Mary Williams and Will Stout, all told harrowing stories of being hurt or injured at the lake. The 
audience listened raptly and intently and several members offered their own memories. 

Mary Williams also talked about the Ship-to-Shore program that the Motorboat Fleet started last year to assist 
the four major regattas and is looking for volunteers this year. Anna Lee Bradley Cahill, our Health & Safety 
Officer, talked about our emergency plan, where first aid kits are stored, how to perform on-the-water rescues 
and showed a video of how to use an Automatic External Defibrillator (AED).

Thank you to my oldest sister, Jennifer Garrett, who is the most safety conscious person in our family (and 
has looked out for me all my life) for suggesting the topic and format for this seminar – you nailed it! as did 
all of the speakers. Following the seminar, Lavon fed over 80 people her famous Nacho Ordinary Nacho Bar 
meal – yum and thank you! Woof-Um’s were introduced as a camp-fire dessert. The Garrett’s shared this fun 
and unusually-made dessert. So much learning in one night!

Safety on and around water is so important and so is tribal knowledge – please be safe, share lessons learned 
and always keep an eye out for one another.

page 17 AtlantaYachtClub.org

ATTENTION 
MEMBERS!
First Aid Kit and AED

Are located in the Ice Machine Room

by Tracy Allardice



LASER FLEET 116  
The Laser fleet has found the cure for 
Covid-19 quarantine! Always staying 6 feet 
apart on and off the water, we call it Social 
Distancing Laser Sailing (SDLD) which 
started Saturday, 3/21. Our numbers are 
doubling every weekend! Surprise, Daniel 
Escudero is consistently beating all of us, 
and he’s sailing a radial rig! The few times 
Mike and Ed would beat him, his sister 
Amaya beats us, but the four of us all won 
a race so it keeps things very exciting. We 
also had Leif Carlson and James Folk from 
the Opti fleet join us sailing 2 of the 8 - 4.7 
rigs that the Laser Fleet purchased and 
encourages juniors to use for just these occasions. 

Here is how we do it. An hour before racing, Ed sets a windward mark and a starting line using hippity hops. 
We sail a windward/leeward course and finish down-wind and re-start immediately. The start/finish line is 
also the leeward gate if we do multiple laps. Races last 5-15 minutes depending on the number of laps and 
of course the wind. With three-minute starts, we complete about ten races in 2 hours. Everyone is improving 
their starts and mark-rounding skills along with tactics because things change quickly in short course racing. 
Also, a big hat tip to Doug Folk who is our Mark and Safety boat on the water.

Our second weekend of SDLD was Saturday, March 28, which was twice as good! More sailors, more wind, 
more action and more races. Mark and Josie Sherry, Terry Biharry, Chip Kaczynski and Brett Woods and 
2 more who I can’t remember joined the regulars. There’s no registration or formal scoring, so you have to 
depend on a senior’s memory!

Through the month of April, we will be sailing either Saturday or Sunday as 
determined by the wind forecast. Ed will send out an email each Wednesday 
night. If you would like to be added to the SDLS email list, contact Ed at 
edwardmarksjr@gmail.com. 

Since you are sitting on your sofa, bored to tears, 
enjoy our fun as captured by Crawford Folk and 
his skillful drone. 

Just before all the rules changed, we squeezed in Super Saturday, March 
14th. In the first two races, Mike got two bullets followed by Ed. In the first 
three races, Terry “Tri-hary” scored three thirds. Then Ed came roaring back with 

three firsts, 
now followed Mike. As 
the day wore on, Greg Andrews got faster 
and faster, scoring three thirds and really 
pushing Mike and Ed. The 6th and final 
race was for all the marbles between Mike 
and Ed. Mike jumped off with a strong 
start followed by Greg and Ed. As they 
were sailing to the finish line, Mike tacked 
left to cover Greg. Ed, left all alone went 
wide right and got a huge puff and tacked 

See LASER continued page 19
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for the finish line. Len Wert saw what was coming 
as he had to call the finish with boats at opposite 
ends of the line. Ed was coming in hot and gaining 
rapidly on Mike. Len scoping the finish line down on 
his hands and knees to call it. Ed hooked around 
the RC boat shooting his bow over the line thinking 
he had won until he heard Len yell out 191920 over. 
Mike edged out the win by 4 inches according to 
Len to win the race, which tied them for first with 
3 firsts and 3 seconds. And as we all know, that 
last win for Mike crowned him as Super Saturday 
champ. Inches DO matter! There was a tie for 3rd 
as well between Greg and Terry. Greg beat Terry in 
the last race so it went from Tri-hary to Bye-hary! 

To make the day even more Super, it was a father-
son win as Leif took first place in Optis, just edging 
out James by 2 points. Elijah Hanson also joined in 
the fun. 

Everyone enjoyed telling stories 6 feet apart of the 
day with the Thistle and Y-Flyer fleets. They both 
joined us for Big Ed’s BBQ that was accompanied 
with Barbara Bradshaw’s killer slaw and Lavon’s 
bodacious baked beans and brownies.

Don’t let COVID-19 get you down, come enjoy 
Socially Distancing Laser Sailing! 

Laser Sailing, you gotta love it!
_/)  /\ (\_ 
Ed Marks
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Team Leaders, Troy Davis and Len Wert, 
and the many skilled hands that made for a 
productive day of upgrading and fixing the 

RC Barge. We appreciate you so much!



Gracious God,

We come to you today in gratitude. For seventy years we have been immeasurably blessed — with the 
beauty of this lake, the visionaries who dreamed what it could become, and the families who, then and 
now, have made the Atlanta Yacht Club a safe, wonderful haven for all. 

We look around us and see your hand everywhere, and we are grateful.

But these are uncertain times. This day, so special every year, is to be a 
time of celebration, a spirited occasion of hope and excitement and 

new beginnings. 

Instead, it is hard not to feel anxious and unsettled, longing 
not only for the traditions and events we have planned, 

but for the camaraderie that binds us together when 
we first come “home” to the lake in the spring.

Perhaps more than ever before, we need you 
to strengthen and guide us as we navigate 

uncharted waters. Help us to see beyond 
our uncertainties and to find, as our 

leaders have done so well today, creative 
ways to blend old traditions with 

refreshing new ideas that provide safe 
boundaries for all and breach the 
gap between Apart and Together.

Today we ask you for resolve, to 
ride out this storm; for patience, 
as we wait for favorable 
winds; for compassion, as we 
reach out to others who need 
our hope and our hands; and 
for faith, to see beyond 
today and know that we are 
still in your care.

Let us never forget what 
a privilege we share just 
being in this special 
place. 

We know these clouds 
will lift. And when they 
do, we ask that you bless 
our boats, those who 
sail them, and those who 
support them. Bring us 
wind, keep us safe, and let 
us be always grateful, now 

and in the year ahead.

Amen

Commissioning Prayer by Art Molitor


