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DATE REGATTA VENUE
March 18 - 19 MidwYnters Regatta Atlanta Yacht Club

April 8 - 9 Harbor Island Open Harbor Island Yacht Club

April 22 - 23 AYC Open Atlanta Yacht Club

April 29 - 30 Dinghyfest Regatta Rush Creek Yacht Club

May 6 - 7 Keowee Cup Open Keowee Sailing Club

May 20 - 21 Animal Cracker Brown's Creek Sailing Assn

May 27 - 28 Hawg Wild Grande Maumelle Sailing Club

May 27 - 28 Hospice Regatta Lake Norman Yacht Club

June 10 - 11 Riviera Regatta Lake Matton Sailing Assn

July 8 - 9 Thoroughbred Regatta Saratoga Lake Sailing Club

July 15 - 16 Midsummer Madness Chippewa Yacht Club

July 17 - 18 2017 Junior Nationals Louisville Sailing Club

July 19 - 21 2017 Senior Nationals Louisville Sailing Club

July 19 - 21  2017 Challenger Nats Louisville Sailing Club

July 29 -- 30? Carolina Open Carolina Yacht Club

August 5 - 6 Kenyon Cup Lake Lashaway Sailing Club

August 12 - 13 Beer & Boats Carlyle Sailing Association

 September 2 - 3 Lake Norman Labor Day Lake Norman YC

 September 9 - 10 Indy Outty  Indianapolis Sailing Club

 September 16 - 17  Whale of a Sail  Carlyle Sailing Association

 September 23 - 24 Lake Lemon  Bloomington Yacht Club

 September 23 - 24 Indian Summer Regatta Saratoga Lake Sailing Club

 October 7 - 8 Gilbert Beer’s Memorial  Atlanta Yacht Club

 October 14 – 15 Hospice Open Regtta  Western Carolina SC

November 4 -- 5 Midlands Open Regatta  Columbia Sailing Club

2017 Y-FLYER REGATTA SCHEDULE

March 18-19
Atlanta Yacht Club
Registration details will be sent out soon
Please let Nile know if you plan to attend!
Cabin space will be at a premium, and 
reservations will be considered
on a first-come, first-confirmed, first-up-
best-dressed basis!

Y
Be A

2017
Frequ

ent
Flyer

Y-Flyer National 
Championship 
Regatta
July 17-21
DATE CHANGE   DATE CHANGE
DATE CHANGE   DATE CHANGE
This year’s Nationals will be held in 
Louisville, KY, on the Ohio River.
To allow for the water levels to come 
down, Nationals will be July 17-21
Tony and Vicki Passafiume will be your 
host and hostess
Details coming soon!
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Change of Address
Please notify the AYFYRA Secretary ASAP.
Membership
$35.00 per year

FIVE REASONS YOU SHOULD 
COME SAIL
In the Animal Cracker Open at Lake Guntersville, AL

1. Last year, this regatta got Lavon back in a boat
2. Last year, we had 5 boats, and this year, I bet we have at least a dozen, and you should 

be one of those dozen or more
3. Last year, Lavon committed to cook for the 2017 Animal Cracker, so your food will 

be a small cost, and the regatta fee is a pittance
4. Last year, we found out what a gorgeous lake it is, with a great camping area, and if 

you want, a couple of motels just a little bitty drive away
5. Last year, Zach, Josh and Bob all promised to bring juniors to sail in 2017, so we are 

hoping you will come sail, too, and if you are so inclined, please bring a junior to sail 
with you. Let’s make the Animal Cracker one of the ways we build the class, and get 
our kids ready to sail in Nationals.

Animal Cracker Open • Brown’s Creek Sailing Association
Lake Guntersville, AL    May 20-21    

Britt and Nan Pendergrast in their home 
(Photo by Maria Saporta)

Read more here
http://saportareport.com/gentle-man-britt-
pendergrast-passes-away-99/

BRITT PENDERGRAST, 99 PASSES

Sadly 
    Missed



3

Mooresville, NC  
Merrill Burd Callen passed away peacefully at his Lake Norman home on December 23, 
2016, surrounded by his family.  With his always present smile, he had a positive outlook 
while fighting his brief battle with Glioblastoma. 

Merrill was born in East Orange, NJ on September 2, 1933 and grew up in nearby Essex Fells, NJ.  His family spent summers on 
the Jersey Shore and later moved to Rumson, where he fell in love with the water and learned how to sail.  He owned a boat from 
his teen years until his death.  He was an active member of Lake Norman Yacht Club, where he started a week-long junior sailing 
camp that was held every June since 1970, served on the Board of Directors, and in recent years was the yacht club chief scorer.  
He won the club championship two times, and for his dedicated service to LNYC was awarded the JS Livingstone Award twice.   
Merrill actively raced his Y-Flyer centerboard boat for over 30 years throughout the US.  He was Past President of American 
Y-Flyer Yacht Racing Association and was  awarded the President’s Award twice for his service to the class. In the last ten years, he 
raced a San Juan 21 and sailed his final regatta on July 4th this summer.
He graduated from The Lawrenceville School 1952 and Trinity College 1956 with a BS in Mechanical Engineering.  Most of his 
career was spent in the textile industry, and he retired from Collins & Aikman Corp after successful career supporting automotive 
textiles.   
Family was the most important thing to Merrill.  He is survived by his wife Margaret (Maggie) of Mooresville, NC, daughters, 
Elizabeth (Lisa) Callen, Charlotte, NC and Victoria (Tori) and Paul Denoncourt, Raleigh, NC, grandsons, Matthew and Joshua 
Denoncourt, Raleigh, NC.  He is also survived by his brothers and their families: Daniel Callen, Ooltewah, TN; Andrew Callen, 
Concord, MA; and Brock Callen, Chilmark, MA;  his sister-in-law and her family, Lyn Callen, Vero Beach, FL; and brother-in-law 
and his family, Philip Driscoll, Portsmouth, RI.  Merrill was predeceased by his older brother, John H Callen Jr, and his parents, 
Lenore Merrill and John H Callen, Gloria Batten Callen Ferris and Morris Douw Ferris.  
Merrill will be remembered for his kind spirit, loyalty, friendly smile, and problem solving skills.  A celebration of his life will be 
held in early February.  In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to Hospice & Palliative Care of Iredell County, Statesvile, NC or 
St. Therese Catholic Church, Mooresville, NC. 

Merrill Callen condolence cards address
Mrs. Margaret Callen
119 Chestnut Tree Rd
Mooresville, NC 28117-7328

MERRILL CALLEN

 2012 Nationals
1,2,3,4,5,6

 

Put some North power on your program.. Call a North representative today! 

NORTH SAILS ONE DESIGN  Brian Hayes (203) 877-7627  brian@od.northsails.com  
ON THE CIRCUIT   Turner Marine    (217) 895-3395 onedesign.com

YFlyin’!!
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2016 Y-FLYER INTERNATIONAL REGATTA
Belwood Lake Sailing Club, between Belwood and Fergus Ontario, Canada, hosted the 2016 
International Regatta. There were 15 Y-Flyers, 5 from the USA and 10 from Canada.  Mark 
Barton from the Grande Maumelle Sailing Club of Little Rock Arkansas, and his sister-in-
law Jill Barton, showed the other sailors how to compete by winning 5 of the 8 races and 
finishing second in the other 3. 

Pat Passafiume from Louisville, Kentucky with Charlie Bohn were 
second, and Colin King from Belwood Lake with Terianne Rouleau 
were third. Belwood Lake is not a large lake and it has bays and long water areas that inherently have winds that can 
be puffy, steady, and affected by the shoreline. When it blows in the direction of the longer lengths of water, some very 
fine racing is provided. That is the way it was this year. 

The regatta began with a practice race on Monday evening in which 
only 3 boats competed and the first 2 chose not to cross the finish 
line. Richard Quinlan from Lethbridge, Alberta Canada, the greatest 

distance traveler, crossed the finish line and was declared the winner. The regatta starting time 
each morning was 11:30 giving the winds time to build as each night they went to almost 
nothing. In the lighter winds as we began on Tuesday and Wednesday, a Windward Leeward 
modified twice around course was set. When the winds increased in the afternoon, the course 
was changed to an Olympic modified. 

On Tuesday and 
Wednesday, the regatta sailed 2 races, came to shore for a short break, 
then returned to the lake for a third race. On Thursday, the winds 
were up as we began and an Olympic modified course was sailed for 
two races. Then the regatta was complete. Although the spinnaker 
sail on the Y-Flyer is authorized, only Richard Quinlan used it. 

One of the attributes of the regatta was the meals Belwood provided. 
Blueberry pancakes and Canadian Bacon with fruit was the order each 
morning. Pizza was served Monday evening, a pig roast on Tuesday 
evening, and chicken and home made pies on Thursday evening. 

On the open Wednesday evening, we were taken to a horse race track in nearby Elora to watch sulky racing and enjoy a buffet dinner. The 
third horse race featured the Y-Flyer International Sailors and we were taken down right next to the track to watch the race. Standing next to 
the track, we were able to feel the thunder of the horses as they raced past. After the race we had our picture taken with the winning horse, the 
driver, the owner, and the horse trainer. Then we returned to our dinner tables and resumed eating and betting on the horses in the 8 remaining 
races. We each were given $15 of complementary vouchers to bet on the horses or play the slot machines in the adjacent casino. After playing 
the free vouchers, most casino players left “even”. I gave my $15 vouchers to Mark Barton and his luck won $21. Some of the sailors stayed at 
motels in Fergus but most formed tent city on the Club grounds. 

The Belwood Lake Sailing Club previously hosted the Y-Flyer International Regatta in 2006. We again sailed a fine regatta and left with the 
renewal of old friendships, new friends, and a lot of memories. All who were not able to join us missed a wonderful and fun regatta. Richard 
King, Warren Flannery, Frances Norlen, and Colin King were the Regatta Committee, and Jim Carroll of London, Ontario was the Principal 
Race Officer in 2006 and again this regatta. I assisted Jim on the committee boat.

Paul White
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2016 BEER & BOATS REGATTA, AND RAIN
Paul White

There was almost as much water above the deck as was below. When I arrived Saturday morning, the delayed Competitor’s 
Meeting was waiting under the pavilion waiting for the wind to settle down to the forecast direction, and waiting for the rain 
to STOP. Soon, both happened. After we ate lunch, 10 Ys sailed out to begin racing. The winds were moderate, no caps, and 
were from the southwest, away from the harbor side of the lake. Ted Beier, our PRO, set a WL twice around course and we 
sailed 2 fine races, went to shore for a break, then returned to the lake. Now Mariah, the goddess of wind, decided she had 
worked enough and began to quiet down. The only race after 
the break was a WL and was shortened to one time around. 
That ended the racing for Saturday.

After 3 races, Jeff Rodgers was first with Steve Roeschlein and 
Mark Barton tied for second. Except for a lack of go power, 
the remainder of the day was lovely and dry and we all sat 
around on lawn chairs, told sailor lies, then began to prepare 
our own carry-in dinner. The charcoal grill was started and 
filled with ears of corn. After the corn was done, steaks and 
sausage filled the grill. From the grill and the pitch-in share 
table, there was more food than we could eat. Mother Nature 
finished the day by giving us a beautiful sunset as we were 
finishing our dinner. About 2 am Sunday morning, the sky 
began to leak again, continued past the harbor gun time, and 
on and off for the rest of the day. If we have to put our boats 
away in the rain, we might as well race in the rain and break 
the scoring ties. That’s exactly what we did.

The winds on Sunday were from the far side of the lake but not all that steady and were dying as we raced. Ted shortened the 
2 lap WL race to 1 lap. Steve Roeschlein led at the last mark but Drew Daugherty broke cover and won the final race. Overall, 
Jeff Rodgers and Lisa Parker held first, Steve and Howard Roeschlein were second, Drew and Andrew Daugherty were third, 
and Mark Barton and Jill Barton were fourth. Doug and Lauren Kinzer got the AWW award.

Mark Barton sailed his brand new Y-2809 from Jibetech and sailed fast in all 4 races but went the wrong direction in the last 
race. The new boat was measured on Friday and measured within tolerance. It’s a white Y with a light gray interior. It looks 
just like all the Ys that Turner Marine has made, except externally it’s all one color. Our thanks to Dan Haile, and Tom and 
Cecelia Barnett for making the regatta happen. I was on the RC boat with Ted and Jeanette Beier.  

RANK BOAT SKIPPER & CREW FLEET CLASS R 1 R 2 R 3 R 4 TOTAL RANK BOAT
1 2791 Jeff Rodgers & Lisa Parker 30 G 2 1 3 5 10.75 1 2791
2 2664 Steve & Howard Roeschlein 8 G 1 5 4 2 11.75 2 2664
3 2798 Drew & Andrew Daugherty 30 G 3 3 7 1 13.75 3 2798
4 2809 Mark Barton & Jill Barton 30 G 5 4 1 7 16.75 4 2809
5 2786 Doug & Lauren Kinzer 13 G 6 2 6 3 17 5 2786
6 2788 Evan Daugherty  & Yates Phillips 30 G 10 7 2 4 23 6 2788
7 2752 Kevin & Wanda Black 8 G 8 9 5 6 28 7 2752
8 2787 Ben Guise & Blake Jackson 30 G 7 6 8 9 30 8 2787
9 2755 39 G 4 8 DNC DNC 32 9 2755

10 2784 Dan & Steve Haile 56 G 9 10 9 8 36 10 2784

DNC Did Not Compete 10 10

2016 BEER & BOATS Y-FLYER REGATTA
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BEERS 2016 — THE YEAR OF WOMEN AND WIND

      Amanda Hodges

Jim and Ann Bryan Womble and Lavon Hatcher did a great 
job of putting together another wonderful regatta at the 
Atlanta Yacht Club. When I emailed Jim two weeks before 
the weekend to be sure I knew what my duties were that I 
had volunteered for, he responded, “You don’t remember that 
you are in charge of the wind? I’m sure you volunteered to do 
that.” Ha. I was just hoping for no rain and a fun party. I’m 
good, but not THAT good.

So, on Saturday, October 8, hurricane winds were building 
during the junior races and drew a crowd at the point to watch the good competition on the water with the junior sailors. By 
the time the seniors watched the RC boat go out to check conditions and set a line, it was blowing high 20’s to gusts over 30. 
Everyone at the docks were waiting for THAT boat to go before they left. Tara, my sailing whiz of a sister, said, “Manda, what 
are we waiting for? Let’s go race. I didn’t come from Virginia to sit on shore. We women can do this!”

We went out. Four other boats went also, but the conditions were ‘survival mode’ and not fun as we waited for the RC to make 
up their minds. They blew off the racing to wait for calmer conditions.

As soon as we postponed, the Hodges gang jumped into Clint’s boat and went booming. Fantastic speed! Being the responsible 
mother, I forced Carlin to go out in our motorboat to act as safety boat for my reckless kids and their friends. Then it came 
to me – this is enough wind to pull a skier. Skis were swapped for a wake board and off they went. Without any motorized 
assistance, the Y pulled up Kate and after her, Clint!!! The video got put up on the inter-web that afternoon and was a blast 
to watch! What a great planing boat the Y is! What turned out to be even more spectacular, is that the boat actually 
pulled up TWO at once on that wake board. (Kate and David had not told anyone yet they were expecting a new little 
Rose this spring.)

Sunday we got our chance to exercise our racing/hiking muscles. And did we ever! All three races were long, windy, challenging 
and a delicate balance between experience, finesse, and sheer guts. With five Hodges on the water, Tara and I were pitted 
against one or the other of my family on every leg of the Olympic courses. First race, Sammy and his first-time sailing 
girlfriend, Kent, duked it out with us all the way up the last weather leg. We won. Yes, it had something to do with his mother 
and aunt having a combined sailing experience in Ys of 100 years and his boat had 20. But nothing in the rules says you can’t 
have experience. 

Second race saw Sammy and Carlin blast off the line in the front of the pack and us ducking Kate on the second tack, but 
all was not lost for the “Smith Sisters” when Sammy tacked right into a spectacular blast of wind and flipped in front of the 
entire fleet. One down. Keep eating on them. Pick them off one by one. 

Being ADD, the rest of the series is a blurr of hiking, mark roundings, hiking, playing the traveler like CRAZY, hiking, and 
playing the sails to keep the boat tracking while Tara called the wind and boats around us -- and I kept hiking. Did I make 
my point that we hiked constantly for three Olympic courses? Drew Daugherty (back in the boat with son, Andrew) sailed 
fast and won the second race just in front of John and Andrea Bright (back in the boat with her Dad taking a break from Vet 
school finals).  Last race I do recall we beat out my husband for the gun, even though we were, again, sailing against a team 
with a crew who was a first time Y experience. (Note: Carlyn Blauvelt is a top-notch National Opti sailor. She knows her way 
around ANY boat, so don’t let Carlin fill you with garbage that his wife won due to luck or experience.)  In the end, it was a 
fantastic culmination of an entire sailing season’s worth of learning and practice.

At the awards lunch, to see most of my family competing in the class my grandfather developed and loved, at the regatta he 
named for his partner and brought along to be one of the biggest Y regattas around, with our best sailing family and friends, 
and then to win the Beers trophy with my amazing sister can never be surpassed. This is why I tell everyone who will listen 
that sailing is THE MOST rewarding pastime to share with your family and friends. For those who made the trip to Hot-
lanta (especially our Canadian friends, Ed and Jordan Hone) to sail with Y Fleet #1, thank you and y’all come back now, ya’ hear?

Watch the wakeboarders here!  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G1qBsjYEGG0

Watch scenes from the Beers, thanks to Nam-Suny Bolles
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0Bx1tG8mgyBg7VXE1MS1haXpmVm8/view



7

 From Tara Wentworth

Many thanks to Eddie Kuznicki 
for his Corinthian effort and 
success promoting the Beers 
junior races on Saturday 
morning! Largest junior 
participation in the event’s 
history, with 12 boats registered, 
and 11 competing. And despite 
the heavy winds, no one capsized. 
Getting more of our Opti, Laser 
and 420 sailors into the fleet 
boats is always a big win!  Bravo, 
Eddie!  We appreciate you!

MORE BEERS    
Eddie Kuznicki 

Wow! Can you ever remember having so 
many Juniors compete before? Ever?
11 Junior skippers showing up for the 
Junior Beers Saturday morning was 
awesome! The steady 14 with 22mph at 
the weather mark made for exciting non-
stop racing. The finishes were close with 
overlapped boats at both finishes! Thanks 
to Don Hackbarth for being the PRO 
and putting out a great course! Great job 
Juniors and thanks to everyone who helped 
make this Junior Beers Awesome!

WINDOW DECALS
What would you like your decal to say?
Order online at
Vipdecals.com/shop/sailing-decals/

YFLYER LICENSE PLATE
AND HITCH COVERS $18 

PERSONALIZE 
YOUR VEHICLE

$18

$18

$18
the.flyer.editor@gmail.com

$12
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By Doug Kinzer Y-2788

Continued page 9

SH*T I LEARNED 
FROM CALLAHAN
The 1966 Y Nationals were held on Alton Lake, which is on the Mississippi River near St. 
Louis. My brothers were sailing their first Nationals together. The regatta was normally 
held in July or early August back in those days and it was no doubt quite hot. I wasn’t a Y 
sailor on my own yet but was doing a lot of sailing by myself on our Kite class boat back 
on Lake Lemon. Watching the sailors head out every day made me long to go sailing. I 
was never good at sitting on shore.

I was 8 years old. That’s when I first met Mr. Callahan and his family. It would be a few 
years before he would become “Jerry”. Who would have guessed that it was the beginning 
of a friendship that would last, as of this writing, the rest of my life?

Our family struck up a friendship with the Callahans perhaps partly because while on shore, I started hanging out with their three kids, 
Erin, Tracy and Brian. We had lots of fun as I recall and those relationships carried us through a few years as kids on the circuit. The fun 
continued at weekend regattas and the following year when the Nationals and the Internationals were “back to back” which provided a 
3-week vacation to the Northeastern part of the country.

Jerry always asked me about what sailing I was doing. I’d tell him about sailing at Lake Lemon and how I was looking forward to 
“graduating” to the Y. Maybe some of this resonated, because later that fall, I had my first opportunity to go sailing with the newly 
crowned National champion.

In those days, the Mayor’s Cup (now the Lake Lemon Regatta) attracted a lot of boats from different classes. Space was limited at our 
club, so the Indiana University Sailing Club allowed some of our guests to launch from their facility. Jerry opted to sail out of the IU 
club. He’d set up, launch his boat and then sail to our club in time for the skippers’ meeting.  It was this that provided me an opportunity. 
Jerry asked me if I’d like to come with him to sail the boat up to BYC with him.

“Heck, yeah!”

I think Jerry and I did this for 2 or 3 years. It was not time to be wasted. All the way, Jerry was teaching me the stuff of sailing. While my 
mom and my brother Tom deserve most of the credit for my early sailing education, Jerry was a reinforcer of all that I thought I knew. 
Jerry was a school teacher and he put those skills to use with me. From leaving the dock to sailing upwind to tacking properly to sitting 
in the right place to boat balance…he was giving me the crash course. 

In the many years since then, we became competitors. But the lessons always continued through after-race conversation to occasional 
on-the-water encounters. But mostly, the materials were provided through observation when Jerry didn’t know I was looking. So, after 
this long-winded introduction, I’d like to share some of the sh*t I learned from Callahan.

Keep it simple. There are a host of reasons why I’m big on boat preparation and maintenance. Most of that is due to sailing crappy 
hand-me-down boats when I was a teenager. I was constantly trying to keep our Y’s working as well as I could with the limited resources 
available to me. Thus, whenever I was at a regatta (or when the regatta came to me), I was constantly looking at other peoples’ boats for 
ideas. Jerry was the big kahuna in those days, at least in my mind. He was good, he was fast and his boat was always in good shape. The 
really amazing thing was that his boat was so simply rigged, it looked sparse.  But everything worked. Jerry was a “keep your head out of 
the boat” kind of guy and I’ve always tried to emulate that. You don’t want to be bogged down in adjusting things or trying to get lousy 
systems to work well. So I rig my boats so that everything works well, it is arranged for easy operation and above all, I try to get the most 
for the least. 

Make the best of it. Back in the 1970’s, when I was trying to figure out what would be a great upgrade for my boat, I figured a new mast 
would be the ticket. The class was buying into the “new-fangled” 5-stay masts that would bend more and make the boat perform better 
in a wider range of conditions. I figured I had to get me one of those. After pouring over parts catalogs and day-dreaming a lot, I finally 
wrote to Jerry to see what he thought. The reply I got was “I know a guy who can supply the parts. You and your Dad hook up the boat 
and come over and I’ll help you set it up!”  Wow, what a deal. Once I convinced Dad to spend some money on this project (the “blood 
from a turnip” talk), off to Ohio we went. When we got to Butler Marine, the mast was already mostly rigged. Jerry and I went out to 
the shop. He modified the mast step and we were ready to stand it up. I got my first lesson in standing a mast by myself….which didn’t 
get perfected until a month or so later at home. But I held the mast up while Jerry cut the side stays to length. Once we got it fit, we were 
done and Dad and I were on our way home.
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Continued page 10

Continued from page 8

A few months later at the Governor’s Cup Regatta, Jerry came up to me with a “Y Flashes” in hand. There had been a really great article 
written—by Jerry—on mast tuning. He had compiled data on the “hotdogs” in the class and their tuning numbers. He showed me the 
chart of numbers and said “Okay. Boykin Wright won the nationals, so I’d start there”. This was my first foray into the nuance of rake, 
shroud tension and such. I didn’t really understand it very well until a few years later, but it was a start. Which provides a nice segue to…

Always learning something new. Jerry was quoted for the Y-Flyer promotional brochure. His quote was “Every time I sail the Y, I learn 
something new”. I find this is still true all these years later. A skipper can never be too good or too smart. There’s always a lesson to be 
learned, whether in victory or defeat. I’m pretty good at getting over my sailing misfortunes (another Callahan influence), but the rare 
times that I don’t are due to not being able to come up with the lesson. It usually comes to me sooner or later. When it does, I try to 
remember it and either repeat it if it is good, or avoid it when it isn’t so good.

Integrity. One thing I’ve always tried to practice in my sailing is to not get too high when I win nor too low when I lose. It is a challenge 
that I constantly fight out on the water, but once on shore, I think how a person carries themselves is important. Jerry has always been 
pretty classy in both respects. I’ve certainly seen him feeling less than thrilled with a setback, but he never let that show during post-race 
parties.  When he was successful, he didn’t constantly remind you of it. When I’d ask how he won or did well, he’d usually have a short 
answer:  a good start, a good choice on “picking a side”, a strong downwind leg, or whatever. When pressed, he would provide details (the 
lesson), but you normally had to ask.

Don’t give up. At the Nationals in Charleston in 2006, I didn’t sail as well as I thought I should. We were in the hardware, but on the 
last day, prior to the last race, I just really didn’t feel like going out. I wasn’t carrying myself very well (see “Integrity” above) and I’m sure it 
showed in my body language. I was sharing these thoughts with Lauren and must have been overheard. Jerry sidled over and said “Aren’t 
you going?”  “I’m not sure”, I replied. “C’mon. You’re in the hardware. It’s a beautiful day. Who knows?  You might have a good one and 
improve your position!”  After a bit of musing, I figured “What the hell.  Let’s go sailing.”  As it turned out, we had the best wind of the 
week and we sailed one of our best races. I think we improved from 9th to 7th for the regatta.

After the boats were on the trailers, Jerry walked by, patted me on the shoulder and said “See?  What did I tell you?”….and kept on 
walking. It’s the little things. Which brings up…..

Be positive. Even when having a bad race, sailors need to think positively. No, I don’t mean “I’m positive we’re screwing this up”. No one 
out there struggles with this more than I do. Just ask Lauren. But to my credit, if I’m having a bad race, but I do something good and 
knock off a few boats, I’ll always say “Well, we turned some chicken sh*t into chicken salad that time”. I’ve gotten this influence from lots 
of people, but Jerry’s voice of encouragement pops into my head frequently when the chips are down.

Teach. I’ve been fortunate to have some success in my time spent sailing. Just as those folks who taught me, I try to impart any nuggets 
of wisdom when someone asks. Callahan always made time to do this, at least with me. Others have as well. This is a big thing. New 
sailors need all the encouragement that we “veterans” can muster.

Jerry taught me a lot without actually saying anything. In my first year or two, I always tried to “do what Callahan was doing”. I’d be 
checking my boat balance, boom angle, rudder action, sail trim or whatever against what Jerry was doing. It was a thrill to stay with him 
for however short a time that might be. In later years, one of my goals was to “beat Callahan” and as my experience grew, that happened 
more often. I hope that whatever I’ve taught other sailors will come back to haunt me in the same way.
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Good crew. JoAnn Callahan is a legend among Y-Flyer crews because 1) she sailed with Callahan, and 2) she wore the little straw hat 
with the yellow flowers. But don’t get the idea that she didn’t have a competitive streak of her own.

At the 1969 Nationals in Jackson, Mississippi, Jerry asked me to crew for him in the practice race. Naturally, I jumped at the chance. 
He was the defending National Champ, for cryin’ out loud. I don’t recall how we did in the race, but after we had gotten the boat out 
of the water, we went to the clubhouse for some air conditioning (it was biblically hot that week). JoAnn had apparently been watching 
the action from shore. She came up to Jerry with, shall we say, some energy in her step and said, “When everyone was watching the race 
through binoculars, they said that Callahan was winning. When I looked, it didn’t look so much like Callahan was winning. What was 
Callahan doing?”  Well, I can say that one thing Callahan was doing was showing an 11-year-old boy a fun time in a Y-Flyer.

Confidence vs. Arrogance.  Former NFL football coach Eric Mangini once said:  “Confidence is when you believe you can overcome your 
weaknesses. Arrogance is believing you don’t have any weaknesses”. Jerry was definitely the former. He struck me as being confident in 
what he could do. On a starting line, you need to be confident that you can “stick it in there” and make something good happen. When 
things aren’t going as hoped, you need to have enough confidence that you can get back in the hunt. In order to do this really well, you 
need to embrace your weaknesses as you work to rectify them and learn from them. Maybe you don’t point so well. Then play to your 
strengths:  foot for speed, use your guile and savvy to create opportunities.  Not going too fast downwind?  Head up a bit and heat it up 
to grab a puff.

If Jerry were behind me and found an opportunity to pass and did so, I wouldn’t get a second look. He had moved on to the next guy. 
That’s the way to compete with confidence.

Give back. One of the reasons we’ve been so blessed to sail Y-Flyers on the water for so many years is in large part due to what happens 
off the water. The class has thrived for so long because of the dedicated efforts of people who volunteer to do the mundane administration 
that is required of successful organizations. I’m pretty sure Jerry has held every possible executive position in the Y-Flyer class except 
perhaps Executive Vice President. The Exec VP is traditionally the chairman of the next Nationals. Who the heck would want to sail a 
Nationals at Hueston Woods?  But Jerry has been Class President, Secretary-Treasurer (when that person also did the newsletter), Area 
Vice President, Flyer editor as an independent position, and Chairman of the Measurements and Restrictions Committee, which can get 
you the nickname “Hacksaw”. In some of these positions, he was also a part of the International organization as well. It is an admirable 
resume of service. I’ve tried to do what I can do over the years and a lot of the influence for that sense of service to the Y class came from 
Jerry and others who have made a big difference in the promotion and management of the Y-Flyer class.

Jerry retired from sailing Y-Flyers a few years ago. Physical issues made it more of a challenge (I’m starting to experience a little of that 
myself ).  I miss seeing him and JoAnn on the Y circuit and they stop in and check up on us when they have the opportunity. But his 
sailing hasn’t stopped. He sails a Sunfish on occasion and is active in radio-control sailboat racing when he is down in Florida in the 
winter. I’d be willing to bet he’s one of the top dogs in that fleet, too. I’m also sure that just like most of the past 50 years for me, he’s 
imparting wisdom and knowledge and experience to his fellow sailors. No doubt, they’ll benefit from the sh*t they learn from Callahan.

Note:  Except for double-checking a position on one of my trophies, the events above are good memories extracted from my head. If 
there should be any inaccuracies in the above tales, I’m sure I’ll hear about it. But fear not:  I’ve got a million stories that space and time 
wouldn’t allow. 

Continued from page 9
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LAKE LEMON 2016
Whoever thought that with a forecast of less than 5 MPH wind speed for the entire weekend that the regatta would sail 2 light air 
races on Saturday afternoon and then 2 more Sunday morning?  Kevin and Wanda Black, from Fleet 8 in Indianapolis, would end the 
regatta with 1, 4, 1, 1 and finish 5 ½ points better than Jeff Rodgers and Lisa Parker, from Fleet 30 at Little Rock.  Steve and Howard 
Roeschlein, also from Fleet 8, were third with 16 points.  

The Y turnout was on the light side, but the sailing competition, food, and regatta fun were of the highest quality.  Usually, the fall colors 
around Lake Lemon have begun to appear, but this year all trees were still green and the lake water temperature still very warm and 
acceptable.  

A try at a third race on Saturday was abandoned at the weather mark as the wind did a big lefty during the starting sequence and stayed 
left.  The entire fleet port tacked the start and didn’t tack again until rounding the weather mark.  The RC then sounded 3 horns, not 
only for the Ys, but for all the other sailors on the lake.  Not only did the winds go big time left, but died as the boats were returning to 
the harbor.  

All competitors sailed a 2 lap modified windward course except the B sailors sailed only 1 lap.  The winds on Saturday were from the 
east end of the lake and the leeward mark was set almost ¾ mile downwind from the weather mark.  The even lighter but same direction 
winds Sunday morning made a shorter, ½ mile windward leeward course more acceptable.  As the Sunday wind was dying, the RC 
shortened the course for the Y’s to finish at 1 lap and all the rest of the regatta to finish sailing only ½ of 1 lap.  It was a very interesting 
finish as there were Y’s finishing up wind, and the rest of the regatta finishing down wind, all crossing the same finish line.  Sailors had 
to be aware of port / starboard and windward / leeward right of way finishers at the same time.  The recording people on the RC boat 
were busy.  

At the trophy presentation, Kevin related that in the more than 35 years of Y sailing, this was the first Y Mid America Cup circuit regatta 
that he and wife, Wanda, have won.  Kevin thanked brother-in-law, Steve Roeschlein, and good friend, Doug Kinzer, for having given 
Kevin help as he started to sail and race those many years ago that vastly helped Kevin learn.  Kevin also gave heaps of praise to Wanda, 
his super crew.

The Lake Lemon regatta was the last of 6 MAC regattas.  Jeff Rodgers with Lisa Parker as his crew, were awarded with the 2016 MAC 
Trophy. His consistent finishes and his attendance at 5 of the MAC regattas were key to his season victory.

RANK BOAT SKIPPER & CREW FLEET CLASS R 1 R 2 R 3 R 4 TOTAL RANK BOAT
1 2752 Kevin & Wanda Black 8 G 1 4 1 1 6.25 1 2752
2 2791 Jeff Rodgers & Lisa Parker 30 G 3 1 3 5 11.75 2 2791
3 2664 Steve & Howard Roeschlein 8 G 8 2 4 2 16 3 2664
4 2772 Doug & Lauren Kinzer 13 G 5 3 2 7 17 4 2772
5 2688 Mark Barton & Jill Barton 30 G 2 5 7 4 18 5 2688
6 2787 12 G 4 6 5 3 18 6 2787
7 2784  Dan & Steve Haile 56 G 7 7 6 6 26 7 2784
8 2623 Mike & Cari Stewart 8 G 6 8 DNC DNC 30 8 2623

DNC Did Not Compete * * 8 8

2016 LAKE LEMON Y-FLYER REGATTA
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The 2016 Indy Outty was different, but the same as most Y sailing at Indy.  On Saturday, the first race started 
with a beautiful long beat with lots of tacking.  Then the wind changed in the second lap and it was a tight, almost 
single beat, to the weather mark.  The race almost was abandoned but the wind did change back a little and there 
was some jibing downwind in the next leg.  Then the sky got really black, heavy rain began, and you hardly could 
see anything.  Some boats did finish that second race, the rest were finished in place, and all went to the harbor for 
safety.  After the storm passed, we returned to the lake, found the wind from a different direction, and got in a really 
nice race.  3 laps were shortened to 2 laps as the wind was only 6-8.  In the third race as the fleet was rounding the 
last leeward mark, a mid 20s sustained puff was too much and half of the fleet went to the harbor.  Luckily, there 
were no swimmers.  It was then after 5 and that ended the racing for Saturday.

The Sunday forecast was light and variable which usually means no wind until the afternoon.  We did have enough 
light stuff from the harbor to the islands to get in a 1 lap race then another 1 lap with the finish line moved up to 
the weather mark at the harbor.  If you have to sail there, you might as well race there.  That was 5 races and it was 
a regatta with all different modes and strengths of sailing. The afternoon racing at the Club was abandoned due to 
no wind. We used it all up in the morning.                                  

 Paul White

RANK BOAT SKIPPER & CREW FLEET CLASS R 1 R 2 R 3 R 4 R 5 TOTAL RANK BOAT
1 2743 Howard & Stacy Roeschlein 8 G 1 1 2 3 5 11.5 1 2743
2 2752 Kevin & Wanda Black 8 G 3 5 3 1 1 12.5 2 2752
3 2786 Doug & Lauren Kinzer 13 G 2 4 1 2 7 15.75 3 2786
4 2681 Pat Passa?ume & Angle Crowe 12 G 6 2 4 4 3 19 4 2681
5 2623 Mike & Cari Stewart 8 G 4 7 DNF 5 2 23 5 2623
6 2664 Steve & Katy Roeschlein 8 G 5 3 DNF 6 4 23 6 2664
7 2770 Bryan & Ayden Sarber 8 B 7 6 DNF DNC DNC 34 7 2770
8 2749 Matthew & Dad Burton 8 B DNC DNC DNC 7 6 37 8 2749

DNC Did Not Compete 8 8 8 8 8
DNF Did Not Finish * * 5 * *

2016 INDY OUTTY

INDY OUTTY


